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Anabaptist Disabilities Network (ADNet) Speakers Bureau
Updated September, 2008
ADNet offers the following persons as speakers on the topics indicated.  These topics have already been prepared; additional topics are possible.  Most presentations are flexible; where a scripture is listed, it is more suitable as a sermon in a worship service; otherwise, as a lecture or workshop event.  The following persons are all currently based in Goshen, Indiana.  It is expected that travel expenses will be covered by hosts.  An honorarium is expected in most situations, but is negotiable based on the time and setting. To contact any of these people, address them via email at [firstname]@adnetonline.org or call the ADNet voicemail/fax number toll free at 1-877-214-9838.

Paul D. Leichty, Director:  Former urban pastor, father of a son with developmental disabilities, experience in caregiving, advocacy, and pastoral care with disabilities and mental health issues.  

· "Messiah's Missional Ministry" Matthew 11:1-6.  An overview of what ADNet does in light of Jesus’ role as Messiah and especially in the context of Mennonite Church USA's missional church emphasis. 

· "Treasure in Clay Jars" 2 Corinthians 4.  Emphasis on the experience of disability in everyone and how our weakness can be used for God’s glory.  

· "Gifts Honored By All" 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  The church as a place where we honor and use the gifts of all God's people, no matter what their abilities or disabilities.
· “Mental Health, Abilities, and Disabilities” 1 Kings 19:1-18.  Focus on mental illness and how God used persons with mental illness in the Bible.  
· “Path to Exile, Path to Community” John 9:1-41.  Building community amidst the challenges of disabilities, including mental illness.  
· “From Exile to Inclusion: A Community for Everyone” Multi-session workshop which can be adapted for various settings. 

· “Congregational Support for Persons With Disabilities” Illustrated overview of ADNet’s resources for congregations.  
· “Shadow Voices: Finding Hope in Mental Illness” 2-part workshop viewing and discussing this video resource.  [Can also be led by Christine Guth]
Christine J. Guth, Program Associate:  Seminary graduate, author, experience with family issues surrounding autism spectrum conditions and mental health concerns, support group leader. 

· “Practice Makes Perfect” Matthew 5:48. When Jesus says “be perfect,” he is not demanding that we hide our human mistakes, he calls us to impartial, generous love, as God loves.

· “Surviving Depression” Psalms 88.  Personal stories from multi-generational life experiences of depression in context of theological reflection. 

· “Confessions of the Gerasene Disciple” Mark 5:1-20.  Dramatic reading; first-person account from perspective of man of the tombs.  

· Setting Boundaries. When we participate in God’s mission to welcome people on the margins—including people with mental illness and disabilities—we need ways to keep from being overwhelmed by the needs of the world. This workshop utilizes stories to teach why boundaries are important and how we can support one another in setting them. 
· “Mental Illness and Asperger Syndrome in the Community of Faith”   Can be presented with both topics in same presentation or separately.

· “Voices in Disabilities Theology”  Overview of contemporary Christian thinking on issues of disability and Christian faith.  
· “Pastoral Care of Youth and Young Adults with Disabilities or Mental Illness”

· “Mental Health Care Access: Anabaptist Responses to a Discriminatory System”
· “Mental Health and Mental Illness: A Vision for Community” [with Paul Leichty]
