Suggestions for an introductory flyer for a child with autism
by Melissa Jantz and Heidi Siemens Rhodes
For additional ideas see Autism and Your Church by Barbara Newman

I’m ____________________(name)
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I am in ___ grade at ___ School. I have been diagnosed with _____________. Here are some things you may want to know about me.

My interests and  strengths: 

· …
· …

My dislikes and challenges:

· …

· …

Here are some ways that you can interact with me: [for example]
· Say “Hi  _______,” even if I don’t say anything back. I can hear you and it makes me feel welcome.

· …

My support team includes…. 

[Include here suggestions for how to understand any atypical behaviors that might be puzzling, for example,]

· If you hear me making unusual or out-of-turn noises in worship, remember that these are my way of being the person who God created me to be, and I am not trying to interrupt, but to be part of you.

· …

I like coming to church and being with you all. Thank you for loving me and being a welcoming place for me to grow as a child of God!

Want to know more? Check out the folder with my name and  picture in the rack by the mailboxes. Or talk to my parents, my support team, or Pastor _____.  (The folder contains resources about the autism spectrum and our church statements about welcoming diversity.)
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