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Mission Statement: The mission of the Anabaptist Disabilities Network (ADNet) is to provide encouragement and resources to congregations, families, and persons with disabilities as they identify and embrace their God-given gifts and abilities in ministry to each other and to the larger church. (Note: Following the example set by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the ADNet definition of "disability" is broad-based and includes, among others, physical, learning, sensory and  cognitive disabilities, and mental illnesses.) 

ADNet Student Associate 
An ADNet Student Associate is a current college, seminary, or graduate student who
· Develops an educational or outreach project around a particular topic related to disabilities, through a period of study and/or outreach during a school year.  Students are encouraged to integrate their studies with existing course work and/or a topic with which they are already involved.  
· Becomes a partner with ADNet by submitting and having approved a project consistent with and contributing to ADNet’s mission.  
· Is r	esponsible to an ADNet staff person for carrying out the project. 
· Selects a Faculty Adviser from the student’s educational institution who provides counsel on the project in collaboration  with the Student Associate and ADNet staff. 
· Receives a $500 scholarship, normally payable in two installments of $250 each at the beginning of the academic terms to the school in which the student is studying.  Up to two scholarships will be awarded each school year to Student Associates whose projects are accepted.  Additional Student Associates may be selected to work on special projects identified by ADNet in which case funding will be negotiated with the student(s) doing that project.

Participants and their Responsibilities:
Student Associate
Works with an ADNet staff person to identify and agree upon a project. 
Works within the general terms set out below to carry out the responsibilities of the agreement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remains accountible to ADNet via contact with the ADNet staff and through any reports that are required to fulfill the agreement. 
ADNet Staff
Receives requests and approves individuals to become Associates.
Negotiates and approves an agreement with each Associate.
Implements the agreement, oversees and supervises the work of Associates as needed. 
Approves any expenses associated with the work of Associates.  
Faculty Adviser
Recommends the student for the Student Associate Program by submitting the Adviser Recommendation form. 
Provides counsel to the Student Associate regarding the selected project. 
Promotes the coordination of the project with the Student Associate’s academic coursework and collaborating with the student’s instructors as appropriate. 
Submits a short evaluation to ADNet of the Student Associate’s work at the end of the academic year through a form provided by ADNet staff.  

General Policies for Agreements with Student Associates:
0. Relationship of Student Associate to ADNet
0. Student Associates will represent ADNet in a way that promotes the overall mission and goals of ADNet, reflects positively on ADNet as an organization, and encourages others, including congregations with which they are affiliated, to support ADNet.    
0. Any resource materials developed during the time that the student is an Associate will remain at the disposal of ADNet for ADNet’s ongoing use.  In the event any material is copyrighted, an agreement will be worked out for both ADNet and the Associate to have ongoing permission to use the materials.  
0. Finances
1. Student Associates will be considered volunteers, receiving only the agreed-upon scholarship or stipend, and reimbursement for project expenses.    
1. An expense account will be negotiated with each Associate agreement.  
1. For student-initiated projects, ADNet offers a budgeted amount for project expenses which is currently $200 per year per Associate.
1. Routine expenses associated with the project can be charged to this expense account.  This would include such things as travel and meal expenses, copies, workshops attended that are related to the project, and supplies. 
1. Any expenditures beyond the budgeted amount would need to be agreed upon ahead of time as to how they would be covered (for example, by other parts of the ADNet budget, through honoraria for speaking, fees for writing, grants, etc.).
1. After expenses are covered, Student Associates shall have the discretion to either accept or defer to ADNet any fees or honoraria from a church or other organization for speaking, teaching, or writing. 
2. Student Associates will be responsible for reporting for tax purposes, etc. any income paid directly to the Associate. 
2. Student Associates will encourage churches/organizations with whom they have contact through the Student Associate Program to financially support ADNet.
0. Evaluation
2. Evaluation will be supervised by ADNet staff in consultation with the Student Associate as well as the Faculty Adviser.  
2. Evaluation methods will be built into the agreement for each project. 
2. ADNet staff will be reponsible to keep the ADNet Board informed about the overall program.  
0. Additional Considerations
3. Any additions or exceptions to the above policies will be spelled out in writing through the individual agreement with the Student Associate.  
3. At the end of the agreement, Student Associates may elect to enter into a further agreement of an ongoing relationship in ADNet’s network of Associates and Consultants. 

More information and application forms are at http://www.adnetonline.org/Student_Associates.
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