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Congregational Accessibility Network
ADNet is excited to announce the creation of the Congregational Accessibility Network (CAN)!  CAN is a new initiative to promote accessibility and a welcoming spirit among congregations toward persons with any kind of disability.  Disabilities include physical, cognitive, developmental, and emotional conditions which significantly affect mobility, learning, communication, socialization, and daily living patterns.  Details about CAN are found online at http://www.accessibilitynetwork.net.
Some background
Due to the separation of church and state in the U.S., churches have been exempt from the legal requirements of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.  However, Mennonites, along with a number of other Christian groups, have promoted accessibility in our churches as part of our mission to promote God’s peace and justice in the world.  

Mennonite-related advocacy programs for disabilities have challenged all of us to go even beyond the law and find ways to include all of God’s people in the life of our congregations.  In the early years of the 21st century, MMA developed an “Accessible Congregation” program which encouraged congregations to look at the “ABC’s of Access” i.e. Attitude, Building, and Communication.  ADNet inherited these materials (found at adnetonline.org/Churches/Accessibility) and they have formed the basis for our ongoing promotion of congregational accessibility.  
At the same time, ADNet has continued to receive requests for the services of persons who could do a survey (sometimes called an “audit”) of a particular church building and program.  ADNet has been able to provide this kind of service at a nominal cost to churches within driving distance of northern Indiana.  (The web link above shows some of the results of these on site surveys.)  At the same time, we wrestled with the question of how to provide services to help churches across the country. 
As we sought ways to provide low-cost tools to promote accessibility to any church in the country, we looked at the possibility of a greater use of ADNet’s website on the Internet.  Through a partnership with our web hosting service, Mennonite.net, we have developed a tool that we hope will encourage congregations to (1) celebrate the steps already taken toward accessibility, (2) assess what the next steps might be toward even greater accessibility, and (3) consult with ADNet on carrying out those next steps. 
Congregational Assessment Survey

Thus, CAN’s first project is the Congregational Assessment Survey, an online survey tool that forms the backbone for CAN.  A paper version of the survey can be downloaded for use by congregational leaders and committees in their survey work.  

Filling the survey out online, however, presents a number of advantages:
· It builds a database to enable ADNet to evaluate how we are doing all across the country and to facilitate the development of further educational efforts and practical tools. 

· It generates a seal that a congregation can use on its website.  This seal gives persons who browse your website a detailed description of the specific ways in which your church is accessible.  It proclaims to the world that your church welcomes all persons, regardless of their abilities or disabilities.
· It will generate a certificate, a paper version of the seal that can be printed out, framed, and hung in a prominent place in your building.  (As of this writing, this feature is still in development.) 
Your church can respond!
· Visit the website!  Go to the website at http://www.accessibilitynetwork.net to download a summary sheet about the survey and find out how to utilize the survey in your church. 
· Take the survey!  The online survey tool itself needs to be tested!  We want your feedback on how user-friendly it is.  Regardless of how accessible you think your church is, you will be sharing valuable information for all the church. 
· Promote CAN!  A special magnet is available!  First distributed to adult registrants at the San José 2007 convention, magnets will soon be distributed to pastors also.  Any church that takes the survey may receive enough magnets for each household upon request. 

· Consider financial support!   Several funders have provided initial money for the development of CAN.  But ADNet needs ongoing funding for the work to continue. Please consider a yearly church gift of $250, $500, $1,000 or more to help.
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ADNotes is a quarterly publication of the ADNet staff.  You are encouraged to reproduce this sheet as long as it is distributed without charge and credit is given to ADNet.  

Copies online at www.adnetonline.org/Resources/ADNotes
Questions?  Call 1-877-214-9838 or write adnet@adnetonline.org or PO Box 959, Goshen, IN 46527. 
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